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Deck Design Program Review

When designing a deck, get all your ideas down on paper first. Do a rough sketch to help you visualize what you want. In fact, do lots of rough sketches. Do a walk through to get a feel for the space. Then, once your design ideas are on paper, consider using a deck design program to try different variations until you settle on the one you want, and finalize the details. Deck design programs can help you fine tune the design and take the guesswork out of creating a custom deck. You create something you can give to a builder a deck design plan that describes exactly what you want, including measurements, different views, and various deck features
Deck design software has the following advantages:

· Look at sample deck styles that you can use as-is or modify to suit your backyard

· Add deck features, railings multi-levels, angles with the click of a mouse
· Display your designs from a variety of views
· Calculate the materials and tools list
· Create printed plans to give to a builder or use them if you are do-it-yourself.

Product Review: Do-It-Yourself Deck Designer
Do-It-Yourself Deck Designer is a reasonably priced deck design software program that is available online. You can download it right away, or order the CD and have it shipped to you. Plus, included with the software is a free do-it-yourself ebook that features full color photographs of decks, deck construction, and building tips.
For $29.95, you receive:
· Over 70 sample decks

· Create angles, bay notches, and multi-levels

· Add railings, steps and wraparounds

· Choose lumber of decking railings, and posts

· Specify horizontal, vertical or diagonal decking direction

· Control decking gap, beam overhang, loading, and railing setting

· Display deck design in 3-D, dimensioned, and post layout views

· Print custom deck plans

· Create materials list

· Free ebook on building your deck, complete with color photographs

